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June 2011  
"Arab-Israeli Water Scarcity: From Conflict to Cooperation."  

 

Jeffrey Sosland, who has actively studied the politics of water scarcity in the Middle East for the 

past three decades. During that time he spent two years in the region investigating this issue as a 

Hebrew University post-doctoral scholar and as a research fellow and will return to the area this 

summer to continue this work. He has published numerous scholarly works, including a book on 

the role of water scarcity in the Arab-Israeli conflict. This project focused on secret water talks 

and cooperation between Jordan and Israel during the height of their protracted conflict.  

 

At present Sosland is on a one-year sabbatical from American University where he holds a 

Kogod School of Business and Washington Semester Program faculty position. He teaches 

courses on international business and also researches the economic interdependence of Middle 

East states and the impact of globalization on that region.  

 

Jeffrey is a native of Kansas City. He holds a BA from Harvard in Near Eastern Languages and 

Civilizations and a doctorate in Government from Georgetown University.  

 

 

April 2011  

"The Ethics of Doing Business: U.S. Companies Operating in Conflict-sensitive Areas"  

 

Krista Hendry, who, as Executive Director of The Fund for Peace, is responsible for managing and 

coordinating the day-to-day operations of the organization. She is also the Director of the 

Human Rights & Business Roundtable, a forum that focuses on issues related to businesses 

operating in conflict-sensitive areas. She is currently serving as technical adviser on a project 

replicating the Roundtable model in Indonesia to facilitate partnerships between companies 

and NGOs. Ms. Hendry joined the Fund for Peace in 2002 after graduating with an MBA from the 

McDonough School of Business at Georgetown University. Previously, she worked in Germany at 

the Frankfurt Economic Development GmbH as Asian Director. She has lectured on diagnosing 

state failure and the impacts of companies in conflict-sensitive areas at several universities, 

including American University, Columbia University, and Georgetown Law School. She represents 

The Fund for Peace in the Voluntary Principles on Security and Human Rights and is Chair of the 

Board of Liberty’s Promise, a non-profit that develops programs to increase civic participation of 

immigrant youth.  

 

 

http://www.american.edu/washingtonsemester/faculty/sosland.cfm
http://www.fundforpeace.org/global/?q=staff-khendry


March 2011  

“Fifty Years of U.S.-Cuba Policy”  

 

Jorge Pinon, an expert on Cuba’s energy sector, as well as on the island’s future economic 

challenges and opportunities. Born in Cuba, and with first hand field knowledge and experience 

there, his politically unbiased position allows him to objectively analyze the politico-socio-

economic factors impacting the future of the U.S. – Cuba economic, business and investment 

landscape. He is an advisor and a member of the Cuba task force at The Brookings Institution 

and at The Council of the Americas, and a member of board of directors of the Association for 

the Study of the Cuban Economy. He began his 32-year career in energy with the Shell Oil 

Company. He was president and CEO of Transworld Oil USA prior to joining Amoco Corporation 

in 1991 as president of Amoco Corporate Development Company Latin America. In 1994 he was 

transferred to the downstream oil sector to serve as president of Amoco Oil de México and 

president of Amoco Oil Latin America, based in Mexico City. After the 1999 merger between 

Amoco and BP, Mr. Piñon was transferred to Madrid, Spain to manage BP Europe’s western 

Mediterranean petroleum supply and logistics operations. Mr. Piñon retired from BP in 2003 and is 

today an emerging market energy consultant as well as a Visiting Research Fellow with Florida 

International University’s Latin American and Caribbean  

 

Center Cuban Research Institute. He is a graduate of the University of Florida with degrees in 

International Economics and Latin American Studies.  

 

 

February 2011  

“Restoring credit: Can faith in finance be rebuilt?”  

 

Gillian Tett, US managing editor of the Financial Times. She leads the editorial development of 

the paper’s US edition and of US news on FT.com. Previously, she was assistant editor responsible 

for the FT’s markets coverage, and also served as capital markets editor, deputy editor of the 

Lex column, Tokyo bureau chief, Tokyo correspondent, London-based economics reporter and 

a reporter in Russia and Brussels.  

 

Tett was named Journalist of the Year (2009) and Business Journalist of the Year (2008) by the 

British Press Awards and Senior Financial Journalist of the Year (2007) by the Wincott Awards. She 

is the author of New York Times bestseller Fool’s Gold: How Unrestrained Greed Corrupted a 

Dream, Shattered Global Markets and Unleashed a Catastrophe (2009), and Saving the Sun: A 

Wall Street Gamble to Rescue Japan from its Trillion Dollar Meltdown (2003). “Fool’s Gold” won 

Financial Book of the Year at the Spear’s Book Awards in 2009.  

 

Before joining the Financial Times in 1993, Tett was awarded a PhD in social anthropology from 

Cambridge University based on field work in the former Soviet Union. While pursuing the PhD, she 

freelanced for the FT and the BBC. She is a graduate of Cambridge University. 

 

 

January 2011  

"Foreign Policy & the Media; Or, How and What to Read in Complicated Times"  

 

Ken Jensen, who was the first executive director of the ACFR, serving from December, 1995 until 

May, 2010. Previously, he was a founding staff member and officer in the corporation of the 

United States Institute of Peace, where he directed research on regional conflicts and foreign 

policy, entering into partnership undertakings with Congressional and Executive Branch offices 

while proceeding independently from Administration policies. He was especially active in policy 

http://www.latinbusinesschronicle.com/app/article.aspx?id=3366
http://www.ft.com/intl/comment/columnists/gillian-tett
http://www.pipeline.com/~acfr/stafftsf.html


debates regarding Bosnia, the “Velvet Revolutions” in Central Europe, and the fall of the USSR. 

He is the author or editor of 14 books and numerous articles and reports on a wide range of 

foreign affairs topics, and puts out a daily private e-mail distribution of articles on foreign affairs 

for ACFR members. A member of the Council on Foreign Relations, Ken also serves on the 

advisory board of Global Financial Integrity.  

 

Jensen holds degrees from the University of Colorado and did graduate study at the University of 

Wisconsin and Moscow State University. A veteran of more than a decade of college teaching 

(most recently at Kenyon College), his fields of academic interest include Russian and Soviet 

history, European intellectual history, the history of Southeast Europe, the history of Turkey, and 

modern political philosophy.  

 

 

December 2010  

"Countering Terrorism: Can the U.S. Have a Resilient Policy in a Politicized World?"  

 

Heather Hurlburt, who currently serves as the executive director of the National Security Network. 

She served in the Clinton administration from 1995 to 2001 as special assistant and speechwriter 

to the president, as speechwriter for Secretary of State Albright and Christopher, and also was a 

member of the State Department’s policy planning staff. She worked for the International Crisis 

Group, the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and the congressional Helsinki 

Commission. From 2002 to 2008, Heather ran her own communications and strategy practice, 

working on global and political issues with political, entertainment, and educational leaders, as 

well as groups such as DATA (Debt AIDS Trade Africa), the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, and the 

Stanley Foundation. She is, today, a senior adviser to the U.S. in the World Project of Demos and 

appears frequently as a commentator in print and news media and as a regular guest on Robert 

Wright’s Blogging heads TV. Hurlburt holds a BA from Brown University and an MA from the 

George Washington University Elliott School of International Affairs.  

 

 

November 2010  

"The New Middle Europe: Ukraine between East and West" 

 

Serhii Plokhii (S. M. Plokhy), Mykhailo Hrushevsky Professor of Ukrainian History at Harvard 

University. A leading authority on Eastern Europe, he has lived and taught in Ukraine, Canada 

and the United States. He has published extensively in English, Ukrainian and Russian. For three 

successive years (2002-2005) his books won first prize of the American Association for Ukrainian 

Studies. In the fall of 2009, he was honored with the Early Slavic Studies Association Distinguished 

Scholarship Award. His most recent book, Yalta: The Price of Peace was released by Viking Press 

on 4 February 2010, to mark the 65th anniversary of the start of the Yalta Conference.  

 

 

October 2010  

“Dealing with the Global Refugee Crisis”  

 

Daniel Wordsworth, President and CEO, American Refugee Committee, was named to lead 

ARC in May of 2009 after 12 years with the Christian Children's Fund, where he had most recently 

served as vice president of the Fund's Asia Region, based in Thailand. During his tenure there, he 

built up the Fund's emergency response programs in East Timor, Sierra Leone, Gujarat, 

Afghanistan and Northern Uganda. He also led a team engaged in for-profit business start-ups in 

China. As a young man, he joined the Navy in his native Australia and trained for two years to 

be a pilot. A call to helping the poor changed the course of his life, leading him to the relief and 

http://nsnetwork.org/heather-hurlburt/
http://history.fas.harvard.edu/people/faculty/plokhii.php
http://www.arcrelief.org/site/PageServer?pagename=News_PR_2009_5_18


development field. Over the past 15 years, he has lived in China, India, Vietnam and Thailand. 

He has written extensively on children and poverty. While ARC is not involved in resettling 

refugees in the U.S., refugee issues have gained a much higher profile in Minnesota in recent 

years. The New York Times, citing data from the U.S. Census Bureau and the State Department, 

reported last week that Minnesota took in more refugees relative to its population than any 

other state over the last five years.  

 

 

September 2010  

“Israel” [Panel discussion]  

 

Panel members:  

 David Brown, medical doctor, former dean of the U of M Medical School, CFR member.  

 John Radsan, professor of national security law at William Mitchell College of Law, and 

former attorney for the U.S. Department of Justice and CIA.  

 Mort Silverman, financial advisor, investment consultant, CFR member with children in 

Israel.  

 Fr. David Smith, founder of the Justice and Peace Studies program at the UST, a student 

in Jerusalem for two years, and frequent visitor on peace missions to talk with ‘both’ sides. 

 Moderator: Michael Andregg, specialist in the causes of war and intelligence issues in the 

justice and peace studies program at UST.  

 

 

September 2010  
"Syria in a Changing Middle East" (Special Luncheon)  

 

Former Norwegian Consul General in Minneapolis and CFR member, Ambassador Rolf Willy 

Hansen, who has had a distinguished career as a Norwegian Diplomat. His assignments include 

service as Consul General in Hong Kong, three years with the Norwegian Embassy in Paris, two 

years as Second Secretary at the Norwegian Embassy in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, numerous 

diplomatic positions at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, including press and cultural assignments, 

advisor on security and military issues, and Regional Advisor on Middle East Affairs. In addition, 

Ambassador Hansen  

represented Norway in Namibia during that country's transition to independence in 1989-1990 

and established the Norwegian Embassy in Windhoek. From 2005 to 2008, Ambassador Hansen 

served as Norwegian Consul General to the Upper Midwest, based in Minneapolis, and was an 

active member of the St. Paul-Minneapolis CFR. Since 2008, he has been Norway's Ambassador 

to Syria, in which role he serves as the principal western interlocutor with the political leadership 

of Hamas.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://web.wmitchell.edu/national-security-forum/about-the-national-security-forum/about-a-john-radsan/
http://www.stthomas.edu/justpeace/faculty/Smith.htm
http://www.stthomas.edu/justpeace/faculty/Andregg.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rolf_Willy_Hansen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rolf_Willy_Hansen

